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Friends, dolleagues, fellow [pilgrimsionithis/sacred journey 2
Thismorninglin(this'safe/space, Ilhavelashockingldonfessiontomake:

Ilam(dafundamentalist.

Yes,it'strue.[Ildiscovered/itlastiweek Whilelstudying ParashatNitzavim.Butbefore
youlsound thelalarmand releaselthe trap[doorinder(thebimatolsend me/somewhere
horriblellikelthe HUC bomb/shelter, letmelexplain.

Firstlof(all, (@ bitlaboutthe wordfundamentalism” [itself.[In[orderfoinderstand it
tully, Ilooked upthewordfundament” lon dictionary.com.llwassurprised tolfind that
thelfirstidefinitionis[#anus” [(truelstory). [After musingtomyself thatimaybethe
problem[withfundamentalistsis(that/they’rejustitoo anal @bouttradition, Iimoved onto
theusefulldefinition:afoundation;anunderlying(theoreticalbasis/orprinciple.”
“Fundamentalism”, then, is[aTfeligiouspoint(of wiew [characterized by (d return/to basic,
essential, foundationalprinciples” [adapted].

Inspired by thelwordslof Moseslin Nitzavim, Ilbegan/tolinderstand imy [Heligiousiquest
inltheselterms/Z(aReturn(toEssentials, Back tothe/Basics.

So, what,youlask,[@rethefundamentsiupon whichmyfaith¥ests? TAnd I'm[gladyou
asked, butbeforellanswer, Ineed tolsetthelstage.

I'wouldlikeltolaskyoulall folopenpyourPlautChumashtoIDeuteronomy30:1114,
whichlyouldan/find lon[page(1541, and [pleaselrise. [Iwould likeustoread Besponsively;
your(partliseverythingliniquotes,@and Iiwill begin.

30:11][Surely, lthisInstruction(#literally, thisMitzvah[4which(Ilenjoinupon(you

thisldaylis mottoobafflingforyou,morlislit(beyond reach. 2] Itismnotlinlthe

heavens, (thatlyoulshould(say, “Wholdmongus dangouptotheheavensland et it for
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usland impartlitfolus, that wemay observelit?” [13] Neitherlis[it beyond(the/sea, that
youlshould say, Wholamong(uisicancross to(the other!side(of thelsealdndget it [for(us
andlimpartlitlto(us, [thatwemaylobservelit?” [14]No, thelthinglisVeryIdloseltolyou,
inyourmouthland inyourheart, tolobservelit.

(Youmay belseated.)

Inlthewake[oftheloverwhelming(display 0f God’s[power[duringthe Exodus, Moseshas
toldonvince theIsraelites that/the Torahthey(arereceivingwill notbe/similarly
overwhelming. [tfis/almost(as/if helsays:

Rememberwhenwelwentacross/thelsealon/dryland(onlourlway [toreceivelthe
Torah?TAnd fememberwhen/Ilascended toGod’svery Presencelintheheavens
tolteceivetheLaw?Right, So/frommow [on, xplbohayn-Noonbypwalks.

AAAAA

InlotherWwords, allithat(divinelinterventionwas[paving theway for(human/activation.

Here’swherewelgetidown[totheJewish fundaments:themouthheartpartnership. (Il
wanttosuggestithat/this/dualitylis[a Hadical [statement(of lour relationship toltradition,

community,landourselves.

Themouth(is/thelocus/ofpublic/discourse. [tlis the[quintessential toollfor interpersonal
communication,and, therefore, the mouthfs/thefundamental buildingblockof
community. [By locatingthe(Torah/in/ourmouths, Moses temindsusthat Judaism
cannotlexistiin/ahermitagebut@equires/theldctivelengagement(of(aldollective.

Onthelotherhand, theheartlis/thelocus(of personal reflection, [self [fulfillment,and
autonomy.[Individuality,lévenwhen(itleads/to/disagreement, islessential forlan
authentic, thriving Judaism. [IOf [course, therelare(limits to/thislautonomy, and Moses
warns/us/thatfollowinglourown/willful heartslislabhorrenttoGod: lthe heart
untempered by themouthlisidolatrous.

Thislinterplay of(individualland[dommunity islalsolillustrated in thewayMoses

addresses(the(Israelites. [Helocates[the fundamentsof Judaismin“your heart” [and

“your mouth”, bothlinlthelsingular.Thatlsingular, fogether with/thepluralYou” [(or

“Yall” liflyoulprefer)lin(theveryfirst verses|of theparasha,makes/t(clearthatMosesis
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speakingtolthelcommunity(inlits fadical entirety:the(Torahlisfo be foundlinthe mouth
and heartoflévery man, Woman,[and(child[Zland motjjusttheIsraelite, butthe stranger,
too.l[Therefore, tolexclude evenldnelindividual isfollimitiourselvesfrom/theldovenant, to
cutlourselves/offfrom/God.

That’siwhatImeanwhen{isay I'm[afundamentalist. My [commitment(to (Others, Wwithin
and withouttheJewishlcommunity, sy firstlandmylast. [Consider: Moses(did mot
say,“Thislthinglisveryclosetoyou, fight herelin'this(Sefer Torah.” [If weldre[serious
about(the(Torah, thenwemust/guard againsttaking/thepages|of Torahtooseriously
and blindinglourselvestolthe Torahwithinlandlamongus.

Thislis(why[itmakesme furiouswhen[RabbiOvadialYosef, Shas/spiritual leader(and
former Sephardic/Chief(Rabbi, makes/statementslike(the following;:

Therewasldtsunamiland [thereldreterrible matural [disasters, becauseltherelisn’t
enough(Torahistudy... blackpeopleldesidethere((inMNew Orleans). Blackswill
study(theTorah?((God/said)let’s bring/atsunamiland [drown/them.

Ihavelstruggled withthislissuefor[sometimemow, éspecially [sincelthe tikkunwe're
usinglin(dantillation(classiwasl(dertified by RabbiYosef. [Ihad misgivingsldboutusinglit,
and, [in/alessthan/cooltheaded moment, Iidonsidered pasting/somethinglaboutRabbi
Yoset'sloffensivelwordsover(theldertification/page. [Ilwanted foreact/dramatically; I
wanted [tocall him(a racist, toldeclarehim/outsidethe[bounds/of Judaism. [Ilwanted [to
raillagainsthim because heldoesmot/seek/theldivinelinthemouthsland heartsof(those
Blacks whomhe[designs/tolsufferingland [death. Mpuntilladfew weeks/ago, I'would
havelcalled him/a fundamentalistlandmeant/it/as/a[driticism. Iwon’tsethatlabel for
him[anymore, becauseheldisregards/thosefundamentalsthattMoses/articulates(in
Nitzavim.

Butlthen, inlamoreldoollheaded moment, Ipausetolaskiif my[summary rejection of
RabbilYosetlislitself/aviolation[ofthis fundamental (principleof mouthand theart.
Should Inotseek'someltrace ofthe[sweetness(of Torahleévenlinthebitterness ofhis
words?[InltheWwisdom0fthe[Ramban/and this(Season(of[Repentance, I'found ‘the

beginning[oflanlanswer.


http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3138779,00.html

Upltomow, welhavetakenlitfor granted that“thisMitzvah” refers/toltheléntire[Torah.
Butthe[Ramban, [inhisl[dommentary onDeuteronomy, takes!it(to refer(tolthelspecific
commandment(of nywnlalfew verseslearlier: “youlshall feturn(tothe Eternal yourGod.”

The Ramban’slinterpretationishifted imy focuslaway from/raginglatRabbilYosefland
toward [reflecting/onmyself:

Whenhavelabused(Torahltojustify myhatred[ortohidemylindifference? Whenhave
Iiclothed [profaneulteriormotives/in/pious[garb? When have(llcomplained without
constructing, (driticized without/dontributing? When havelldeprived myselfof
experiencing(God by lexcludingsomeone, knowingly[ormot? Whenthave Ibeenblinded
by myownwillfulheart? Whenhave Ibeen(deaf to[thevoices/of mny community?
Whenlhavelbeenhesitantto/askforgiveness? (Whenhave I been'slow toforgive?

Theselare(the/questions thatIlwill darry Withmethroughlthis/season.[The[task before
me/=beforeeachlofus2istobringthemouthlandheartbacklinto/dialogue, back/into
balance.[Tolturnthosefundamentalslintotools of forgiveness. By the way, Iidecided to
useltheltikkun aslis and(letlit[Serve/ds/d rfeminder of my0wnneed for nnwn.

Aslwelturninward during(thisseason(of introspection, let’smotforget(tokeeplooking
outward, [too. My hopel(forall(of lus/isthat wehavetheheart(toTeflect(critically lonlour
ownlsouls, lthe[openness(of mindand mouth(tolsharelinthatisoulsearchingwith/our

community, and thelwisdomfolseek nnwnmotlin/the heavenslabovelusbut within and

among us,inlévery fecess(of the(humanléncounter.

Kenly'hiltatzon, [boker(tov, [and(shanaltova.



