George Smirks
Bush and his team (remember, there’s no “compromise” in “team”) have nominated 172 conservatives, some extremist ideologues, for federal judicial appointments.  Senate Democrats have OKed 168 of them.  The remaining four – “the worst of the worst” according to Senate Democratic leadership – are being filibustered on the Senate floor.  

“Immoral!” come the cries from the Republican camp. How noble.

During Clinton’s presidency, Republicans killed votes on 60 of Clinton’s judicial nominations in committee, not even letting them get to the floor for a full vote.  As Senator Harkin rightly pointed out, it seems there’s a problem with the Republican moral compass.  Maybe they don’t even have a compass, leaving them lost in the moral wilderness.

Alright, so court-packing is the name of the game, and the Republicans are very good at it.  As if it weren’t enough to get 168 of their 172 nominees through, they also get away with stigmatizing the Democrats as obstructionist and unfair (thanks in part to Fox).  They schedule 30 consecutive hours of debate on these four filibustered nominees, as if to say, “Alright Democrats, let’s see how you play this.  Time to get dirty – can you handle it?”

So the Democrats play the game too.  On the eve of the marathon “debate,” they held a press conference in the Capitol to highlight the absurdity of spending 30 hours on four people’s promotions when 9 million Americans are unemployed and 43 million are uninsured.  I was impressed by their big numbers.  Republicans don’t use numbers this big.  “We the Democrats care about helping America’s workers and poverty-stricken get a job and earn a decent living. Instead of spending 30 hours on judges, we should spend 30 minutes on raising the minimum wage and reauthorizing overtime protection.”

OK.  Sounds good to me.  But how about less whining about how the Republican bullies won’t let you talk about what you want to talk about, and more action?

Politics – the best way of life, really, Aristotle? – is reduced to a partisan circus (apologies to circus companies everywhere).  Surely this, of all human endeavors, should be most unlike a carnival?  Worst of all, the big suckers in all of it are the American people – we pay our public “servants” to do this!

During this main event I looked up at the portrait of George Washington overseeing the proceedings.  I think I saw him look down on us and smirk.  Amusement or disappointment?  Maybe both.  He told us so.

I like to think he was trying to impart some wisdom about the nature of politics, morality, and truth.  “Sure, it’s a game,” he seemed to hint, “but you’ll either drive yourself crazy or flounder completely if you keep trying to stay above the fray.  Politics isn’t for everyone.  Even I had to get out.”  One needn’t be elected to affect policy.  More importantly, one needn’t affect policy to make a positive difference in this world.  Thanks, George.

We would all be better off if those who entered politics took a sense of reluctance to their office.  I’m wary of those politicians who make their own political longevity the focal point of their career.  (They remind me of Christian evangelicals who care first and foremost about making more Christians.)  They miss the point.

Are you working to get elected?  Or are you getting elected so you can work?  Did you not realize this is a position of responsibility and not of power?  Have you forgotten who hired you?  And for a temp job, at that!
If you keep going like this, we’ll have to stop calling you “public servants.”  I’d like to reserve that name for the people who serve the public interest – teachers, advocates, philanthropists, activists.

As voting Americans, let’s keep a closer eye on our elected officials.  If they aren’t up to the job we hired them for, we can let them go and then look for a qualified individual.

NOW HIRING

Fragmented and frustrated American public seeks devoted public servants to bring unity; to look out for our interests, both at home and abroad; and to protect the Constitution.  Must be willing to travel, work long hours, and be held accountable for political decisions.  
Power-seekers and grandstanders need not apply.

